
The Guadalajara Film Festival 2014 in Mexico, the most important festival, celebrated the Province of
Quebec as Guest of Honour, and loyally supports Serge Losique and the FFM.

 
SERGE LOSIQUE
Director and Founder
Festival Films du Monde FFM
 
Dear Mr. Losique:
 
I address you and the FFM not only for myself, but also for Guadalajara International Film Festival, in
Mexico, many of them whom benefitted tremendously from your festival as an example of
development, format, and programming model. A great number of Mexican and Latin American
filmmakers have also evolved their careers because of the FFM.
 
I note with sadness that certain media articles attack you and the FFM and never mention the great
programming that is inclusive for many countries in the world, and in my interest as a Mexican, for the
Latin American countries and their film industries, making this festival a generous showcase in
Montreal.
 
The visceral attacks against you and the FFM never speak of the tributes that the FFM was in fact the
very first festival to make and made consistently over many years, examples such as Abbas
Kiarostami, Pino Solanas, Paco Rabal – by the way the last tribute in his life-, Theo Angelopoulos and
Isabelle Huppert. A great diversity of international cultures are brought together each year by the FFM.
 
These attacks do not speak of the great history, fine tradition and multiple generosities of the FFM over
38 years in existence, more than a third in the time of the history of film in the world.
 
One example of many generosities is when you Mr. Losique hosted Mr. Henri Langlois, Director of the
Cinematheque de Paris when it was temporarily closed. 

FFM is an integral part of the world history of movies.
 Moreover, the FFM, is in itself a showcase of Montreal culture to the world, for example, in 2013
thanks to FFM, Guadalajara Festival, the most important in Latin America, was dedicated to Quebec,
offering a great promotion to this wonderful province as well as Canada.
 
Mexico, a country that is a big market for Quebec has companies such as Bombardier, Quebecor,
Transcontinental, and mining companies such as La Ronde that have evolved industrial collaborations.
 
The FFM is not only a catalyst for cultural exchange between countries, but it invites interest and
attention between countries with respect to people in trade and commerce who in one way or another
attend or participate as sponsors in the festivals.
 
The FFM ultimately is a collective investment made over the history of the festival made by you, the
FFM, the City of Montreal, the Province of Quebec, the Country of Canada, a variety of sponsors and
advertisers, and most importantly by the public, cinephiles and attendees whom have the opportunity
to experience world cultures and themes through films. To lose the FFM is to lose 38 years of
collective investment.
 
The FFM has been a house for many filmmakers of Latin America. We do not want that home to be
destroyed.
 
 
Sincerely yours,

Ivan Trujillo
Dir. Festival Internacional de Cine en Guadalajara
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